
SHARING CHRIST’S LOVE
EDUCATION FOR ORPHANS. HOPE FOR COMMUNITIES.

FROM THE PRESIDENT...
A huge thank you to Fr. John for organizing our mission trip 
to Tanzania. We are grateful for the warm welcome and 
hospitality shown to us by everyone we visited. It was very 
inspiring to see the gratitude and achievements of the people 
we serve. 
We all know the saying “Alone we can do so little; together 
we can do so much”. By God’s Providence working with our 
sponsors, supporters and partners in Tanzania we have 
accomplished a lot in the past twenty years.  Children have 
received an excellent education and projects have been 
realized.  
In this newsletter we highlight the signifi cant impact of our 
mission on Angel Home Orphanage, St. Augustine Primary 
School, and St. Francis Rwambaizi Health Center. Pictured 
above are our sponsored students at St. Augustine Primary 
School. Thank you to Paul and Janel Telthorst for taking 
pictures on our trip and writing a refl ection for the newsletter, 
respectively.
Members of COHF and those who work with us in Tanzania 
say “Asante Sana” (thank you very much) for your loving hearts 
to respond to the plight of people in great need. May Our Lord 
Jesus abundantly bless you for your generosity.
St. Josephine Bakhita, pray for us!  
Sincerely in Christ,
Jane Walsh

Visit us online: www.childrenofhopeandfaith.org

FRI. NOV. 8   4-7PM
SAT. NOV. 9   8AM-1PM
Saint Matthew Feeney Hall, 1303 Lincolnshire Dr., Champaign

Get a Jumpstart on Your Holiday Shopping 
with Gift Ideas for Everyone!

Vendors will feature handcrafted items including holiday decor, 
sewn creations, jewelry,  crafts made from wood, original artwork,

plants, sweet treats to go, and more!
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FOR ORPHANS.

HOPE 
FOR COMMUNITIES.
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PROJECTS AND UPDATES
ANGEL HOME ORPHANAGE 
It was a pleasure to visit Angel Home and see the children thriving 
with the loving care of the Franciscan Sisters of St. Bernadette. The 
orphanage is currently home to 45 children (20 girls and 25 boys). 
There are thirty children in school (4 in university; 10 in secondary; 
16 in primary). The remaining fi fteen children are infants and 
toddlers. Our older children were extremely happy with their new 
home (Fatima House). They were eager to share with us their 
appreciation for their sponsors, education and their plans.

Although the children are doing well and the sisters do a 
tremendous job of operating the orphanage, we were all struck 
by the needs of Angel Home. Many thanks to the donor who has 
already funded a new kitchen and two washing machines. This is 
a huge blessing for the sisters for the daily care of the children.

Renovation of Original 
Building for Angel Home
There are three homes for the 
children: 1) the original building 
constructed in 1960 where the 
infants and toddlers live; 2) St. Anne 
House funded by COHF in 2010 for 
the children sponsored in school; 
3) Fatima House funded by COHF 
in 2021 for the older children. The 
sisters describe the original building 
as “old, deteriorated and dilapidated”. 
This building is in dire need of 
renovation. The cement fl oors and 
walls are crumbling and 
the roof leaks during the rainy season. 
It is no longer safe for the infants and toddlers to live there. 
Please consider contributing to this project.

Total Cost of Renovations: $17,500
Cost of specifi c items:
• Ceiling - $2,215
• Floor - $2,016
• Windows - $182 each (14 needed) - $2,548
• Doors - $92 each (10 needed) - $920

F.A.S.T. EVENT AT 
ST. MATTHEW SCHOOL

Thank you to St. Matthew School for a wonderful F.A.S.T. 
(Festival of Art, Service and Talent) event! Pictured are students 
showing their beautiful artwork. Students also sang songs and 
wrote and performed skits on events that shaped the life of a 
future Nobel Prize recipient. The performance was inspiring 
and well-done. 

Proceeds from the event provided tuition for Erick, their 
sponsored child, and support for Angel Home Orphanage. 
Thank you, students, for using your time and talent to help 
other children in need! A special thank you to Sr. Mary George, 
Mrs. Shaw, and Mrs. Hoerner for their direction of students for 
the program.   

Solar Energy for 
Electricity
The orphanage has some 
electricity through the 
Tanzanian government, 
but it is unreliable and 
does not meet the needs 
of the children. The 
sisters are appealing 
to us to provide solar 
energy for lighting in the 
three buildings where the 
children live. Ensuring adequate lighting in the houses is 
crucial for the safety and well-being of the children.

Total cost for Solar Energy System: $6,400
Cost of specifi c items: 
• Solar Panel - $183 (6 needed) - $1,098
• Solar Battery - $328 (6 needed) - $1,968
• Inverter - $920     

Inside the original building 
in need of renovation

Children eating lunch at Angel Home

Fr. John with children at Angel Home



Give us a call: (217) 352-6673

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
SOME OF OUR SPONSORED  
CHILDREN
Many thanks to their sponsors for giving 
them this wonderful opportunity!

Lameck graduated from Rubya School 
of Medicine as a Clinical Offi  cer. He has 
an internship with St. Francis Rwambaizi 
Health Center helping with prenatal care 
and operates the sonogram machine.

Dativa recently graduated from Sen-
gerema School of Medicine as a Clinical 
Offi  cer. She is applying for an internship. 

Justine graduated from Form IV from 
St. Charles Lwanga Junior Seminary. 
He did a great job with the presentation 
at Angel Home Orphanage. Justine 
looks forward to being able to attend 
university.

Eveline graduated from Form VI from 
Marian High School. She performed ex-
tremely well on the National Exams and 
was awarded a full scholarship to attend 
university for engineering.

There are many children on scholarship 
and on Fr. John’s wait list who need tui-
tion assistance to attend school. Please 
consider becoming a sponsor or donat-
ing to our scholarship fund.    

Lameck

Dativa

Justine

 Eveline

SUPPORT FOR THE KAYANGA DIOCESE
We had a lovely visit with Bishop Almachius Rweyongeza. He is most grateful for our assistance with the education of children, 
projects at the Catholic schools, and health care in his diocese. Students at St. Augustine Primary and Secondary Schools, St. 
Francis Rwambaizi Health Center and St. Mary’s Hospital all welcomed us with beautiful ceremonies and programs. 

St. Mary’s Hospital:   
We had the opportunity to 
tour St. Mary’s Hospital which 
is a main hospital for the 
Kayanga Diocese. The Hospital 
Board, staff  members and the 
community at large are most 
grateful to a COHF sponsor 
who funded a new dental chair 
and accessories. This is the 
only modern dental chair in 
the area so many people come to St. Mary’s for dental 
treatment including extraction, fi lling, tongue tie release, etc.

 
St. Francis Rwambaizi 
Health Center: 
We are very happy and proud 
of the progress St. Francis 
Rwambaizi has made in 
becoming a viable and thriving 
health center. They have a 
capacity of 56 beds and are 
a referral for 8 dispensaries 
serving over 85,000 people 
within its area. Our health care 
supporters have enabled them to expand their laboratory 
services to include renal function tests, electrolytes, cholesterol 
etc. and to perform surgeries on a routine basis. Due to the 
Outreach Program and increased medical services, many 
people from the surrounding area come as outpatients to the 
health center.

Dr. Geofrey Gilliard presented 
two of their immediate 
concerns to us during our 
visit. The fi rst is that the 
lighting is not as bright and 
direct as they would like in 
the operating room. They are 
having diffi  culty seeing during 
surgeries. They request a 
higher intensity surgical lamp 
for the operating room. The 
cost is $2,000. The second 
is the location and quality 
of the kitchen where meals 
are cooked for patients and 
visiting family members. They 
are requesting a new kitchen 
be relocated away from the 
bathrooms. The cost of a small 
kitchen building and cookware 
is $4,000. The third priority 
is the Outreach Program 
which provides medical care, 
education, and ambulance 
service to people in the remote 
villages ($3,000).      

St. Augustine Primary School:  It was wonderful 
to see the progress and realized projects for St. Augustine 
Primary School. We saw the water, sanitation and current 
kitchen/dining hall projects. THANK YOU to all our supporters 
who donated to construction of the kitchen and the stoves! 
Special thanks to a couple who helped to fi nish the kitchen 
to honor their 50th Wedding Anniversary. The principal, 
teachers, staff , and students appreciate your care, concern, 

and generosity. 
The kitchen has 
rooms to store food 
supplies, prepared 
meals for serving, 
and six stoves of 
varied sizes. The 
kitchen and new 
cookware help to 
ensure food safety 
for the children 
and follows school 
health standards.Students receive meals from the large 

window on the left of the kitchen.

New dental chair and equipment 
for St. Mary’s Hospital

Doctor with mother and newborn

People waiting for medical care 
on clinic day

Surgical team in the 
operating room

Kitchen to cook meals for 
patients and visitors



CHRISTMAS GIFT CARD
Please consider giving our Christmas gift card to support our 
mission. In keeping with the theme of Jesus as the Light of the 
World, proceeds will help provide Solar Energy for lighting for 
Angel Home Orphanage.

To purchase Christmas Gift Cards, mail the form 
included in this newsletter or e-mail your request to: 
childrenofhopeandfaith@gmail.com

I WILL GIVE HOPE...
 _____ Catholic School sponsorship, $67 per month
 _____ I am interested in sharing a half-sponsorship of a child
 _____ I will Give Hope: Scholarships for tuition assistance
 _____ St. Francis Rwambaizi Health Center
 _____ Renovations or Solar Energy for Angel Home Orphanage 
 _____ # of Christmas Gift Cards ; Suggested donation $25 each
 _____ I would like to volunteer (mailings, events, etc.)

NAME:  _____________________________________________________
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________
  
_____________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER:  _____________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________

Send Checks to: Children of Hope and Faith 
903 Bluegrass Lane, Champaign, IL 61822

COHF is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t corporation.
Annual donation statements provided.

ON-LINE CREDIT CARD DONATIONS
Visit our website: www.childrenofhopeandfaith.org

PAY BY CREDIT CARD
VISA        MASTERCARD        DISCOVER

Card Number ____________________________________________

Printed Name on Card ___________________________________

Exp.____________________________    CVV ____________________

Signature  ________________________________________________
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR MISSION

Please remember Children of Hope and Faith for your 
Year-End giving, Matching Gift Programs, or Estate 

Planning. Donations are tax deductible as subject to 
the current tax code. 2024 donation statements will be 

provided by January 31, 2025.

REFLECTION ON
MISSION TRIP

By Sponsors, Janel & Paul Telthorst
Joy, generosity, hospitality, hope, faith, and a spirit of 
gratitude—these virtues were the hallmark of the won-
derful Tanzanians we encountered on our mission trip. 
We witnessed the fruit of the mission-driven relationship 
that respects the prudence, ability, and integrity of the 
priests, religious, and administrators with whom COHF 
collaborates. The gracious hospitality extended to us at 
the apostolates we visited was deeply moving. 

Janel and Paul Telthorst with Fr. Ben

Our visit to St. Francis Rwambaizi stands out.  Two 
young physicians and their staff  work tirelessly with the 
most basic equipment to serve the needs of their many 
patients. The “waiting room” for moms and babies was 
outdoors where most wait patiently while seated on the 
ground.  The physicians assured us that COHF funded 
projects like a sonogram machine have a truly signifi cant 
impact on the treatment they can provide.

Our visit to Angel Home Orphanage was another highlight.  
The Franciscan Sisters of St. Bernadette who care for the 
children provide their basic needs, but most of all, the love 
that helps the children thrive.  A precious little girl took 
my hand and called me mama, which melted my heart.  
One of the older boys, Justin, demonstrated impressive 
leadership and communication skills; his COHF sponsor 
has made this growth possible, and he is so appreciative. 

We were especially blessed to meet our sponsored 
student, Edwin. He expressed his gratitude for our 
support and shared his plans and dreams with us.  We are 
very proud of him and so grateful to Fr. John who made 
this possible!

Our hearts are fi lled with gratitude for the privilege of this 
mission journey to Tanzania with Fr. John, and Jane and 
Michael Walsh.  After seeing fi rst-hand how the prayers 
and generosity of COHF benefactors are truly impacting 
our brothers and sisters in Tanzania, we are more 
committed than ever to this mission.  


